
 Senior Bulletin (from Mrs. Alms)         August,  2022 

 Now is the Time to Have a Plan 
 Seniors, I will begin sending out a monthly bulletin to keep you updated on post-secondary opportunities as you make 
 your final plans for your next steps a�er graduation.  EVERYONE needs a plan.  Whether you plan to attend college, 
 enter the workforce, attend vocational/technical school, or join the military, there are several things that you need to 
 think about throughout this school year. 

 Questions to Ask Yourself, Now 
 Am I going to college  ?  If so, have I started researching  the colleges that match my needs and plans? 

 Am I going into the military?  If so, have I spoken  with a recruiter?  If not, notify me and I will put you into contact 
 with a recruiter.  Listen closely for announcements about when the ASVAB will be given on our campus. 

 Am I going into the workforce?  If so, have I started  any career technical education in high school?  If not, have I 
 started looking into technical training programs that are available a�er high school? 

 Contacting Mrs. Alms 
 Parents, the quickest and most effective way to contact Mrs. Alms is through email at  lalms@bcbe.org  .  I  am very 
 seldom in my office near my phone.  I am constantly juggling different hats to help students be successful which is 
 what I love to do! If you would prefer not to email, please ask Ms. Santos, our receptionist,  to send me your name and 
 number, and I will return your call as soon as possible. 

 Do You Want/Need to Take the ACT at least one more time before 
 applying to colleges? 
 SIGN UP NOW  - www. Actstudent.org (Test Dates -  October  22, December 10, 
 2022)  Elberta High School Code: 010066 (Use the sign in information you 
 used last year when you set up your ACT account before taking the ACT). If 
 you qualify for free and reduced lunch, contact me for fee waivers. 

 Do Your Research when Searching for the Right College! 
 Look up the schools and scholarships online in which you/your student are interested. Make sure you look to see that 
 the major you want is OFFERED at the school you have your heart set on. Most colleges and universities have an 
 abundance of institutional scholarships. Go to the financial aid and/or scholarship pages on their websites or email 
 them to request a listing of scholarships that they offer. 
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 WATCH THOSE DEADLINES  : 
 Schools have both admission and scholarship deadlines, some as early as November! Find out what they are and stick 
 to them. Not knowing the deadline is not a valid excuse for missing it. COMPLETE APPLICATIONS NOW! 

 Colleges on Campus! 
 Representatives of various colleges and universities will be on campus throughout the year. Listen to the 
 announcements,  sign-up and read my REMINDs  and go  speak to the recruiters.  You donʼt know what you donʼt 
 know. Go ask questions!!  Most recruiters will be scheduled to visit during the a�ernoons through lunch and AF times. 
 If they are on campus at other times, you can get a pass to see recruiters, check with your teacher first so you are not 
 marked absent. Also, these dates are always subject to change depending on the recruiterʼs schedule, so this is yet 
 ANOTHER reason to make sure you listen to the announcements  AND join our REMIND 101  !!! 

 Where do I Find Scholarships? 
 The best sources of information are the schools to which you apply. Visit their websites or request a catalog to find 
 information about freshman scholarships.  Many schools have automatic scholarship programs that guarantee 
 scholarships to all applicants who meet the minimum requirements. You need to be responsible for finding out this 
 information; some of the deadlines are early.  You must be accepted into the schools before you can apply for their 
 “internal” scholarships and programs. 

 You can also visit  www.fastweb.com  and  www.cappex.com  .  Visit  https://scholarshipbee.com  (which has merged  with 
 https://lendedu.com/  to find unique or “weird” scholarship  opportunities!  And look into the RAISEME app - 
 https://www.raise.me/  . 

 We will begin receiving applications for local scholarships as we near Christmas break.  The best way to get this 
 information is to READ THIS bulletin each month.  I will also use the Remind app to remind students of pending 
 scholarship deadlines as well and to inform everyone of new scholarships that may not have been included in this 
 newsletter. One thing is for sure; you wonʼt get any scholarships if you donʼt apply.  Completing scholarship 
 applications is a lot of work, but it will be WELL worth it if you put forth the effort! 

 Road Trips 
 Students are allowed two college days to visit schools during your senior year.  Official college visits must be made 
 through the admissions office of the college you are planning to visit. Your parent/guardian must request for you to be 
 excused from school 2 weeks prior to your visit by sending a letter or email to Mrs. Alms at lalms@bcbe.org. Mrs. 
 Santos will need the excuse and an agenda from the college visit when you return.  There will be a field trip offered to 
 interested South Alabama students in November.  (Sign-ups will be coming soon!) 
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 Recommendation Letters 
 Many of you will need letters of recommendation for admissions and scholarships. You may get recommendation 
 letters from teachers, employers, and church or community leaders. If you need a letter from your counselor, please 
 complete a brag sheet. I also ask your parents to complete a parent questionnaire to help me personalize your letter. 
 Both forms can be found in the links below or  on the school website under the Warrior Guidance Department link 
 (Senior tab), AND in your Google Classroom.  Please submit requests for recommendation letters TWO WEEKS in 
 advance. (I have some requests for a recommendation letter through the Google form 
 https://forms.gle/gSZA1oR5hjdwepKr9  but have received  no Brag Sheets.) 

 Click  HERE  to complete the Senior Brag Sheet 
 Click  HERE  to complete the Parent Questionnaire 
 Want to apply with no cost to you? 
 Have you applied at Coastal Alabama Community College, Springhill, or AUM? These are three of the schools with no 
 application fees. As a bonus, you are entered into the scholarship pool for the non-competitive scholarships they offer 
 when you apply. Non-competitive just means that all who qualify get the offer—there is no limit as to how many  can 
 accept the offer. 

 Free College Application Week will take place the week of  October 
 17-21  this year! 
 Last year nearly every state and private college/university in Alabama participated as well as several out of state 
 colleges.  As soon as I have the list of colleges participating, I will let you know. Several schools outside of Alabama 
 participated as well. All hands will be on deck to help ALL seniors apply to college this week.  We want EVERYONE to 
 have various plans at graduation. Our goal is to open ALL doors of opportunity.  This week is the PERFECT  week to 
 apply for plan B, C & D schools. Based on all of the uncertainties we have experienced these past few years, 
 please consider  APPLYING TO SMALLER, LOCAL SCHOOLS  AS WELL AS THE LARGER UNIVERSITIES  . 

 IMPORTANT:  Transcript Request Procedures 
 ALL transcripts for college, military, AND scholarships, now go through PARCHMENT.  If you need a transcript 
 NOW - Go to Elberta High School website, look for FInd It Fast - Transcripts - How to Order.  I have visited English 
 classes and shown students how to create an account.  Remember, NEVER use your ibaldwin email address for 
 any part of the college application process. It closes the day you graduate, so it will be of no use once you 
 graduate. As a side note—I do need you to CHECK your ibaldwin email DAILY this year. 
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